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ALL INDIA NAVODAYA VIDYALAYA STAFF ASSOCIATION (AINVSA)

(Regd No: K.492/94) 

President: Jagdish Rai 9415656993

General Secretary: L.B.Reddy 9494279001

F .No: AINVSACEC/2015-16 /June-6    
                                                Date: 15-6-2015 
To

The Commissioner

Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti
B-15, Institutional Area, 
Sector-62, Noida, UP.
Sub: Discouraging the installation of CCTV cameras in JNVs and wasting public money.
Respected Sir

AINVSA would like to bring to the attention of the Commissioner the unwanted use of video technology in some schools in their day to day functioning and requests for discouraging such expensive experiments by issuing necessary guidelines.

It is no doubt that Navodaya Vidyalyas across the country are the schools best equipped with computer gadgets and many staff members are well-versed in using them. However, everybody has understood by this time that computers cannot replace teachers. In other words machines are no alternatives for humans. Teachers are indispensable and their personal interaction with students and their role in the classroom transactions cannot be challenged.

Similarly, it has come to the notice of the association that some overenthusiastic principals have made/are making arrangements for installation of CCTV cameras in the classrooms on the pretext of better monitoring of the classroom transactions. AINVSA believes that such experiments in no way help the administration but rather curtail the freedom   of teachers. It is also very doubtful if it checks the students from being mischievous in the classroom. So installation of CCTV cameras neither helps better teaching nor promotes classroom disciplines. 

Setting up CCTV cameras does not help the administration in any way. Checking certain bad practices on part of the teachers like attending classes late and leaving the classroom before the stipulated time, poor classroom monitoring, misbehavior, use of unacceptable language etc may be offered as excuses by the principals who are overenthusiastic about CCTV cameras. But AINVSA wonders how they can check such unprofessional culture among teachers by using electronic gadgets. It is too naive to argue that CCTV cameras are a remedy for them. 
AINVSA always emphasizes on the exemplary role of the heads of the institution in running the vidyalayas. They should not forget that it is their personal example that sets the tone of the schools. It is sad to see that some principals still ignore the instructions of NVS and continue to skip from their teaching responsibilities. It is their wholehearted involvement in their noble job and the inspirational role they play that positively affects the academic culture of the school. Ignoring such prime duties and responsibilities, the administrator should not degenerate their role to CCTV monitors. There are better ways of checking teachers and students.  Arranging CCTV cameras is not a sound idea. Worst of all, it leads to distrust and unwanted conflicts and verbal exchanges.

It is time NVS gives necessary instructions to the vidyalayas not to waste precious public money on expensive CCTV and spying gadgets. Instead, they may spend   the same money in setting up classroom libraries to promote the reading habits of the students, arrange overhead projectors in classrooms, encourage teachers in preparing worksheets for classroom use by arranging them printers/Xerox copiers and paper, equip each dormitory with gardening tools, brooms and cleaning liquids, furnishing the dining hall with shelves for plates and glasses, hand wash liquids, napkins, table wipers, etc. It is surprising how some principals are going ahead with such unnecessary plans without approval from the Headquarters. 

In the same context AINVSA would like to point out the indifference of the vidyalayas to the instructions of MHRD to install audio and video devices at some key places on the campus of the schools to safeguard lives of students in the event of any unexpected external armed attacks. It is also pertinent to mention here the brutal attack and looting of the helpless Sholapur Navodaya Staff by thieves. The lives of staff who remain on the campus are at threat in many vidyalayas. It is time that principals and NVS officials pay attention to this issue to prevent another such unfortunate attack is repeated.
Thanking you
Yours sincerely
JAGDISH RAI                                                                                  
L.B.REDDY      
PRESIDENT                           
GENERAL SECRETARY
Copies submitted to:

1. The Hon`ble Minister for HRD, Govt. of India, New Delhi.

2. The Secretary, Dept. of School Education and Literacy, MHRD. New Delhi.

3. All the Deputy commissioners, all the regions.
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